
An Opportunity to Invest in the Future 



Home to: 

Lake Chatuge Recreational Areas 

Nantahala Forest 

Fires Creek 

Hayesville Historical Square 

Peacock Theatre 

Copper Door Restaurant 

John C Campbell Folk School 

Ridges Golf Course 

Lake Chatuge Golf Course 

Tri-County Racetrack 

 

 



To offer its citizens the highest 
standard of living possible 
while preserving the integrity 
of the natural environment 

To provide a thriving and 
enabling environment for the 
establishment of new 
businesses and to enhance 
the growth of existing ones 

To promote strong community 
spirit and respect for the 
environment where everyone 
feels a sense of ownership 
and appreciation for a 
peaceful, clean and safe 
County 



To achieve sustained and 
equitable growth that 
benefits all citizens and 
provides them with the best 
quality of life possible, and a 
region that leaves all who 
visit it with a positive 
experience within a pristine 
and safe environment 

 



Encourage the development of the County region as a 
high-end quality destination for tourism, retirement and 
business development through appropriate incentives 
Improve County infrastructure to encourage investment in 
Opportunity Zone 
Increase the number of overnight visitors to the area to 
encourage longer stays and more use of the recreational 
areas and tourism sites 
Provide an enabling environment for better wifi/
broadband access through private sector investment 
Provide more opportunities for youth to participate in the 
economy through entrepreneurship programs, 
apprenticeships and work/study programs 
Support the establishment of better medical facilities that 
improve access and affordability of health care for the Clay 
County citizens 
Provide an enabling environment for the construction of 
well-built and affordable homes for the county’s workforce 

Maximize the value of the 
County’s assets to the 
benefit of all residents, 
businesses and visitors to 
the area 

 





-  Town has maintained its 
historical character, but adopted 
bold and progressive 
environmental regulations 

-  Crime is low and its citizens have 
a safe and secure environment in 
which to live and enjoy a high 
standard quality of life 

 



Renovations completed in 2018 

Seating and banqueting facilities for 
up to 150 people 

Ideal setting for theme weddings, 
corporate and special events 

Competitive pricing strategy aimed 
at attracting out-of-town clients and 
businesses 



Renowned 5-star restaurant on the 
Square attracting patrons from as far 
away as Atlanta and Asheville 

Recent expansion allows average 
weekend bookings to seat up to 200 
people per night 

Banquet room for up to 25 diners 
(catering for special events and 
wedding parties) 

 



Latest restaurant to open (launched 
October 2018) 

High quality food and beer, catering 
for middle to upper class beer 
fundies and foodies 

Specializes in gourmet foods, steak, 
chicken, and pork using locally 
produced meats 

Also caters for vegetarians and 
vegans with dishes made from local 
produce 



Long-established pizzeria and Italian 
food restaurant in the heart of the 
square 

Popular with business and 
tradespeople at lunchtime  

Popular family restaurant and take-
away in the evening 



Opened in early 2018 and has 
already become a popular lunchand 
evening hangout for businesspeople 
and regulars 

Modern but cosy décor attracts 
locals, families and out-of-towners 

Weekends are popular for sports 
enthusiasts – six TVs provide views 
of different games 



Opened in 2017 serving locally 
produced beer and home-made 
pizzas 

Popular with both families and beer 
fundies 

Provides a unique game atmosphere 
with darts and pool  

Music on weekends 



Established in 2016 and located one-
mile outside of town on Route 64 

Recently established brewing 
facilities on Tusquittee Creek Road 

Popular beer will be sold at other 
pubs and restaurants in Hayesville 
and surrounding towns 

Restaurant serves well-priced food 
in a cozy and classic pub decor 



One of the oldest restaurant and bar 
establishments in Clay County 

Located along Route 69 to 
Hiawassee, venue is a favorite of 
locals and young people from Young 
Harris College 

Live music offered on weekends  

Famed “Wing Night” on Thursday 
nights draws crowds from all over 

 



Variety of retail businesses and 
shops catering for a range of 
different tastes and styles 

Well-maintained walkways with 
convenient parking around 
perimeter and side roads 



Tiger family established Tigers in 
1908 and has successfully traded on 
the Square since that time 

Tigers has become a “destination 
shop” with a loyal customer base 
who purchase fashionable and high 
quality clothing, gifts and 
collectibles 



Recently opened in 2018, 
showcasing local arts and designs  

Specializes in tattoos and tattoo 
removals 

Owner has been in business for over 
8 years – well-known across the 
region for his unique arts and styles 

Attracts younger market to Square 





Provides local businesses with leads 
and business opportunities 
(currently over 300 paid-up 
members) 

Hosts major events across the 
region, such as  

-  Punkin Chunkin 

-  Candy Cane Market 

-  Fourth of July Fireworks 

Provides visitors with information 
about travel and tourism 
opportunities 



§  Pictures of: 

§  Cherokee Homestead 

§  Jackrabbit 

§  Concerts on the square 

Concerts on the Square 

Cherokee Homestead Exhibit 

Management of Hayesville Old 
Courthouse 

Management of Jackrabbit biking 
and hiking trails 



Works on downtown beautification 
projects, such as lights and awnings 

Has also awarded renovation 
contracts for building re-use (e.g., 
Nocturnal Tavern) 



Over 50 churches of various 
denominations cater to all faiths 

Churches are the backbone of the 
community and offer many events 
and social gatherings  

Churches provide an important 
source of community charity and 
support for those in need 



1374 students from elementary to 
high school 

Student:teacher ratio of 15:1, which 
is less than the state average of 16:1 

Modern and professional school 
environment 

-  High School has been rated at 
the top in the state 

-  New Elementary School to be 
built in 2019 

-  Sports facilities recently 
upgraded to include top-grade 
fields and rec center 



Union General Urgent Care 

Erlanger Urgent Care 

Union General Hospital 

Murphy-Erlanger General Hospital 

Specialist Medical Services 

-  Chiropractic 

-  Dental 

-  Psychiatry 

-  Pediatric 

Clay County Health and Social 
Services  

 





Fires Creek Recreational Area 

-  Multi- day and overnight hiking trails 

-  Fishing  

-  Camping 

Jack Rabbit 

-  15 miles of newly renovated bike trails 

-  5 miles of hiking trails 

-  Boat launching access 

-  Camping 

Applacian Trailheads and interconnected 
trail system 

-  Chunky Gal 

-  XX 



Lake Chatuge Recreational Area 

-  Camping 

-  Boating/waterskiing/swimming 

-  Fishing and fishing competitions 

Lake Chatuge Golf Course 

Clay County rec park 

 



Three campground loops offer 92 
wooded sites, most of which provide 
views of Lake Chatuge 

The area has a 15-mile stacked-loop 
bike trail system. Many of the trails 
border Lake Chatuge, while others 
meander through the woods or 
ridge-top 

Hikers can use the 2.4 mile loop at 
the peninsula of the park 



Popular rivers and creeks for trout 
fishing (stocked by North Carolina 
Wildlife Resources Commission), 
rafting and canoeing 

Valuable creek and waterfront 
property available for development 

 





Due to high demand for 
performances, special purpose 
building designed in 2016 

Sold out performances throughout 
year 

Acts include plays, musical 
performances, writers and 
songwriters 



The Folk School offers more than 800 
year-round weeklong and weekend 
classes for adults in craft, art, music, 
dance, cooking, gardening, nature 
studies, photography and writing 

The Folk School's Craft Shop features 
over 300 Appalachian regional artists 
and artisans, offering everything from 
decorative jewelry to functional 
fireplace poker sets 

 
The Folk School's free Friday night 
concert series features  regional and 
national acts performing old-time, 
bluegrass, folk, gospel and Celtic 
music; it also offers community dances 
held every other Saturday evening for 
residents and visitors who enjoy contra 
and square dancing to live music 



Caters for church meetings, retreats 
and special events 

Provides support to households 
needing renovation work 

Raises funds for many charitable 
causes 



Started in 1969 and is the second 
oldest dirt track in North Carolina 

Home to Tarheel 50 annual race, 
attracting over 1500 spectators 

Host approximately 15 events per 
year  

Renowned for annual back to school 
race with 10,000 nickels placed on 
the track for students to collect 

Hold annual 4th of July fireworks 
display on the3rd of July 

 



Friday night concerts on the Square 
(all summer) 

Festival on the Square (summer) 

Hayesville Farmers Market (summer 
to fall on Thursdays) 

Fourth of July Fireworks 

Clay County Tractor Parade 

Steins and Wine (fall) 

Trick or Treating on the Square and 
Punkin Chunkin (Oct) 

Lighting of the Square (Dec) 

 





Age group Population Percent 
0-19 2,188 20.4% 
20-24 472 4.4% 
25-34 886 8.3% 
35-44 1,177 11.0% 
45-54 1,183 11.0% 
55-64 1,812 16.9% 
65+ 3,012 28.1% 

	

§  Median age of population is 51, with a large retirement 
community from the southern states 

§  Rising middle to upper class population as more 
professionals and entrepreneurs relocate back to the 
area 



Area 

 • Total 221 sq mi (572 km2) 

 • Land 215 sq mi (557 km2) 

 • Water 5.9 sq mi (15 km2), 
2.7% 



§  Why invest in Clay County? 
§  The County has maintained its charm and historical 

character within a pristine and picturesque mountain 
environment 

§  Tourism businesses are steadily growing and bringing 
higher income residents and tourists to the area – in the 
last year, three new restaurants have opened in 
Hayesville’s historical square with an additional brewery 
opening within the town limits 

§  The Chatuge Recreational area is undergoing renovations 
and upgrades to introduce better quality camping and 
outdoor recreational facilities, including an additional 15 
miles of maintained biking trails 

§  Two new Urgent Care medical facilities will be completed 
in 2019 and provide 24/7 high quality medical services 

§  Road upgrades for Highways 64 and 175 will provide 
improved infrastructure for the movement of people more 
safely and efficiently throughout the area 

Median household income: $36,296 

Unemployment rate: 3.8% 

 



Within Designated Opportunity Zone 



Possible concessions of buildings or tax rebates 



Clay County Government office will 
be moving to new government site in 
late 2018 

Building will be offered to investors 
to establish a boutique hotel or inn 
to provide a destination for 
overnight and weekend visitors to 
stay 

Building can be demolished and 
replaced with three-story structure 

Valuable incentives will be offered 
by County to developers  



Existing building, valued at 
approximately $200,000 

Can be converted to 

-  Retail space 

-  Outdoor gear outlet 

-  Restaurant/coffee shop/bakery 



Possible concessions on water/tax; annexation by Town of Hayesville to 
provide streets, street lights and refuse pickup; possible establishment of 
Opportunity Fund using Revenue Bond issued by County 



Possible sites for light manufacturing 
textiles/clothing for outdoor 
activities 

Possible site for river-related 
tourism/launchpad – canoeing, 
rowing, fishing 

Enter agreement with TVA/Town of 
Hayesville to provide boat launch 
facilities on river 



Parking for over 80 cars 

Suitable for grocery or other retail 
development 



§  Two plots on Business 64 across from new Courthouse 
§  Land above courthouse suitable for housing development 

(combined market-related housing and affordable units) 
§  Commercial land at junction of Route 64 and Bus64 

§  Possible Aldis or other discount food store 

§  Adjacent land available for housing development or hotel 
development 

§  Private property already surveyed for hotel/motel 
development 

§  Housing plots adjacent to school sports grounds 

§  Chatuge Shores Golf Course property for housing 
development 


